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The President of the Centre Poo Yeng  Stephen Tang Chu. 

Members of the Centre Poo Yeng. 

Dear friends. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

Welcome to you all! 

As President of NSFK Society, I sincerely thank all those who volunteered their time to carry out this 

event which is the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Poo Yeng Centre 

I also want to thank you all for coming. Without your continued support, we would not be able to make 

this 10th anniversary a success. 

Allow me to send you these few words on behalf of Nam Shun Fooy Koon's  Executive Committee. 

It's been 10 years that the Poo Yeng centre is at Heritage Court. In fact, the Poo Yeng Centre was born in 

1928 at Royal Street  which marks also the celebration of 87 years of the Centre. At that time it was only 

a school that offered Cantonese courses for young people who would like to learn this language. It was 

only years later it was transferred to the site now occupied by the headquarters of NSFK. I must also 

point out that it is thanks to Mr. Philip Lai Sang  and his team that we have this building and by 

extension the Poo Yeng Centre. 

For the record, I was myself a student of the  Poo Yeng Centre in the sixties. I remember very well that 

my grandmother had enrolled me in Cantonese classes, probably in the hope that I can converse with 

her more easily. 

Unfortunately still being a child, I have not really realized the importance of this language and I admit 

that today I regret it deeply. 

What interested me was to kick a soccer ball with classmates of my time and this has led us to many 

inconveniences from the schoolmaster, Mr. Cheung "Sin Sang". 

We have come quite a long way since then at Poo Yeng Centre. The school moved from the Royal Street 

to that of Emmanuel Anquetil. The school, which at first offered simple introductory course in 

Cantonese language now has a range of courses for any age group. Namely: the teaching of the 

Cantonese language, physical exercises Wushu and Tai Chi, singing, courses in traditional Chinese dances 

to those more modern, painting classes, courses of computer literacy , beading classes, courses in oral 



expression for English and French, and many other activities. I can tell you that the Poo Yeng Centre has 

become a second home for many of its members. 

Over the years , the Poo Yeng Centre has been professionalized  with NSFK Management Board and has 

ensured its smooth running. 

The Centre has surrounded himself with competent teachers and coaches to whom I extend my 

warmest thanks today. I always knew that the effort inevitably leads to results and see the number of 

people here in this room, beaming with joy of living, I can only say that the Centre Poo Yeng has done its 

work. 

The Poo Yeng Centre  has  well established  in the landscape of Chinatown. Besides all foreign visitors 

who came to see us are amazed by the wide range of activities we offer to our members. 

I can only speak of the activity of Poo Yeng Centre without expressing my deep gratitude to all its 

members. Indeed without you, without your commitment, without your availability, without your 

participation, we could not carry out all these actions I have just listed. 

You also know that, in acceding to the  Poo Yeng Centre, members agree implicitly to make it live and 

give their time to others. 

Finally, I will conclude by recalling that the philosophy of an association is to gather around the same 

passion, the same activity, and also around values such as volunteering, the members are at the service 

of others, people of all ages. It is this diversity, this diversity makes the richness of the  Poo Yeng Centre 

because it allows us despite our differences, share our ideas and experiences, to reach the same goal, 

that of the association to which we adhere. For these reasons and also the joy you provide to the Sino-

Mauritian community, I can only wish a long life to the Centre. Continue to amaze us, and especially 

continue to have fun and cheering yourselves and others. For as long as you feel that little flame in you 

that motivates you, we all benefit. 

 

I wish Happy Birthday Poo Yeng Centre! 

I thank you for your attention. 

 

Philippe Fok Kan 

President of Nam Shun Fooy Koon 

18th October 2015 


